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MUST BOOKS 
Fiction 


February i0 
Buck, Pearl THIS PROUD HEART Reynal & Hitchcock 


A disappointment, one might as well acknowleige at the start. On Pearl 
Buck's name and fame the book will sell. And rent. But if it had been published 
with an unknown name, the market wouli have been primarily a rental library one. A 
rather thin story of love and marriage versus a career, not handled with any partic- 
ular subtlety or charm. The central figure is a girl, exceptionally sifted as a 
sculptor, who tried to rationalize her urgent need for self-eapression with her con- 
viction that she can run a home and be wife and mother efficiently as well. Her hus- 
band dies. She ultimately marries azain ~ but finds that her one gain in her second 
marriage is an awareness of her own passionate depths, and that it isn't worth the 
sacrifice of aloneness. The story is spun out beyond its needs, the psychological 
implications are obvious and the haniling of them superficial and repetitious. One 
feels one has the whole story in its opening chapters. A typical woman's magazine 
story — and little more. The style lacks the fluidity and rhythm of her other books. 

$2.50 


February 2g 2}, } 
Werfel, Franz HEARKEN UNTO THE VOICE Viking 


One of the most important books of the season - and of the most difficult 
to place. Werfel has taken the not-very—familiar story of the Prophet Jeremiah and 
set it into a frame, by making it a vision of a writer today, who goes into a trance 
on the site of the Temple in Jerusalem, and relives the whole of the tragic period 
when Jeremiah thundered the warnings of his God to the Jewish people and their rulers. 
He was as hated and feared as Savonarola, centuries later. Josiah was king when 
Jeremiah was told in a vision that his was the role of prophet, denunciator. Josiah 
was his friena - but Josiah died, and his people grew more godless, more heedless of 
the traditions of their race, more cruel to their slaves, more wrapped up in worldly 
things. Two Babylonian wars + various wars with Egypt - captivity -~ destruction of 
their city and their Temple - and still the words of Jeremiah went unheeded and the 
man himself was hated and tortured. Against this story one has the human picture of 
Jeremiah, with his own personal loves and hates and fears and doubts; of his loyal 
companion ani scribe, Baruch. And the whole has a background of amazing scholarship 
in the detailed picture of the times, and the life, the great festivals, the religious 
and secular life, the courts of Jerusalem and Egypt and Babylon. The words of Jere- 
miah follow closely the words of the Old Testament, but the chronology of events 
varies at points; the interpretation of incidents, the proper names and so on make it 
difficult to compare the two closely. It is not an easy story in any version. Jere- 
miah is not a wholly sympathetic character. The very fact that it is an old Testament 
story does not simplify the selling of it to the modern world. But it is an unfor- 
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gettable and powerful book, and - if it should get the right sort of impetus — might 
possibly come through to a unique sale. In.its own right, it has all the elements 
of sheer drama. But it's not another Musa Dagh. Publishers are backing it with 
advertising and promotion ~ 4 piece announcements imprinted and small poster are 
available. $3.00 







A FEW HIGHLIGHTS 


The Beatrice Bisno TOMORROW'S BREAD (Liveright) is an excellent bet for the Jewish 
market; Homer Croy's SIXTEEN HANDS (Harper) has a chance for a wide audience through 
its likeable appeal; the new Elliott Paul CONCERT PITCH (Random House) is a good- 
follow-up on his Life and Death of a Spanish Town, though wholly different in char- 
acter; William Moborg's MEMORY OF YOUTH (Simon & Schuster) deserves your close at- . 
tention. Note also the new titles by Paul Morgan, Noel Streatfeild, and among the 
mysteries wiibur Daniel Steeie and John Dickson Carr. Reports below, 











































PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 


January 28 


Bisno, Beatrice TOMORROW'S BREAD Liveright 


There will be a definite interest in the Jewish market in this book which 

has won the Edwin Wolf Award for the best novel of Jewish interest. But actually 
the market should be wider than that, for the. novel stands on its own rights as a 

, first-rate piece of work. Left-wing, perhaps, but rather from the angle of sym 

ad pathetic presentation of the subject than any propaganda. The story of the twisted 
life of a Jewish immigrant who sacrifices his own (and his wife's) ambitions for 
success to devote everything to the organization of the needle workers in Chicago, 
at the very beginnings of the history of unionization in America. Ultimately, 
though he has faced failure and disillusionment, in his ideals and in his personal 
life, he feels that he has accomplished something in laying the groundwork for 
future struggle - and success. The story is told with a sympathetic understanding 
of a spirit revolting at the horrors he encounters in working conditions, and it 
affords a tender and intimate picture of the family life of a struggling Jewish 
family. $2.50 


January 31 


Ince, M. E, MAN'S ESTATE Stackpole 


Against a background of present day manorial life, are traced the lives 
of three English people and their story makes unusually agreeable reading. Philip, 
the “young master,” the bond between him and his brilliant, neurotic cousin, Mere-— 
dith, and Mes, engaged to Meredith but loved by Philip ~- and finally won by him. 
There is nothing new in the story but its warm, sensitive quality makes it appeal- 
ing. Philip's childhood, the land to which he is tied and its management, details 
about farming, the tenants, the cattle, etc., are handled deftly. A likeable book, 

$2.50 


? 
| @ February 3 


Neville, James LADIES UNDER GLASS Lippincott 






Three generations of high society women, the Palmerstons, grandmother, 
mother and debutante daughter - with Newport as the actual heroine of the book, 
presented in a semi-flattering, semi-critical manner. With a great deal of talk 
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about family, money and the decline of the social standards, etc. A Russian Prince 
marries Mother for her money, though preferring Daughter, who marries an old child- 
hood playmate, and Grandmother dies of a failing heart at the end. Slow action and 


@ routine story. Not important. $2. 


February 7 


Taylor, Edith Everett HALF-HOLIDAY Dutton 


Lightweight but a cleverly done and fast paced stunt book. Three husbands 
go fishing (with a large supply of liquid refreshment) during a half-holiday in a 
small Florida town. They disappear and it is assumed they are drowned - and with 
this as a springboard, the lives of their three wives, past and future, are brought 
out: the poet's wife, hysterical, motherly, banal bridge friend; the garage owner's 
wife, a tart carrying on with a dope fiend and card sharper; the wastrel's wife, 
completely dependent on her husband, who commits suicide at his death... The three 
men return, having been drunk for three days. Not consequential, but a skilful pen 
sketches the reactions of three very different women, from vague anxiety to suspense 


to tragedy in an exceedingly well sustained manner. $2. 00 
February & 
Wadsley, Olive SEVENTH WAVE Dodd, Mead 


Desiree marries out of her class, and after two years of bliss, wakes up 
to the crudeness and bigotry of her preacher husband. Her child is born and because 
of its strong resemblance to Benley, an old friend, her husbands puts her out of the 
house but refuses to divorce her, For twenty years she lives with Benley, unable to 
marry him - but her husband finally dies and her long martyrdom is ended, Picks up 
towards the middle but not top-notch reading. $2.00 


February 11 


Shann, Renee TIME TO GO Putnam 


Still light fiction but more serious in tone than Ripe For Mischief. 
Virginia loves Peter, has a child by him, and believing him killed in the war, 
goes away, changes her name and becomes a successful light fiction writer. Her son 
Simon, meéts Ames and Priscilla, whose stepfather turns out to be Peter, who was 
falsely reported killed and who, after years of looking for Virginia, had married 
@ widow. Peter and Virginia still love each other, but refuse to break up his 
marriage. After ten years - Simon and priscilla fall in love and marry and the 
past is buried in secrecy. Old, tried and true plot, but good dialogue and fairly 
solid characterization. Smoothly done. $2.00 


February 14 
Rollins, William THE WALL OF MEN Modern Age 


A very fictional attempt at popularizing the current Spanish War. José, 
the Loyalist, Rafael, the Fascist, Dolores, in love first with Rafael, than Jose 
and Freedom; Jose is accused of burning the village church, Franco lands, then war, 
with Jose continually facing death as a spy and daring fighter and finally freeing 
the village priest and winning the town to the Loyalist side, Old time tricks, 
secret dungeons, an exotic Marquesa for an enemy, Jose successful in both love and 
war....non-intellectual treatment of the Spanish situation. So-so. (No cloth) 

paper $,25 
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February 16 







Rice, Elinor THE BEST BUTTER Morrow 






The super-cultured, literate and famous inhabitants of Caledonia under 
the dissecting knife, and proven to be very, very lacking when it comes to an in- 
telligent understanding of current ani personal problems. Outstanding writems in 
various fields, scientists and artists make a pretty hash of a labor dispute in 
which they become involved through the building of a new school, and sex and love 
and parent-children situations are mishandled right well by those intimately in- 
volved. A satiric presentation of famous people who show themselves to be utterly 
unequipped through their smug superiority to deal with simple phases of living and 
adjustment to constant changes. $2.50 




























February 17 
Troyat, Henri ONE MINUS TWO Ives Washburn 


It is too bai that this well thought of French novelist first appears 
over here in such a poor translation. But in spite of this hurdle, you do get the 
deft use of small, realistic but unpleasant details to delineate both characters 
and setting - all commonplace, in this story of a somewhat grotesque, pathetic, 
repellent man, Vautier, a ham actor of the old school, in perpetual humiliation 
and defeat. Vautier is unable to get parts but his wife pampers him and keeps 
hin from realizing his failure. Their son becomes an overnight success in the pic- 
tures, the wife neglects Vautier entirely for her son. Vautier goes on the road 
and is somewhat consoled by a woman in the stock company, the son's second picture 
flops and Vautier comes home to glcat but his wife cannot be turned from her adora- 

@ tion of her son. Small frustratea people doing petty things in a sordid atmosphere. 
The Prix Femina Américain for 1936, but not a book for everyone. $2.00 


February 21 
Irby, Christian THE CARDINAL'S SCAR Dodd, Mead 


A long story of aman hunt in Spain. Rodrigo Almadova is the great mata- 
dor but through a girl he kills a man and, tried and sentenced, is on his way to 
serve his term, when he escapes through a train wreck. His many adventures, arrests, 
friendships, wanderings, encounters with loyalty and treachery leave him with noth- 
ing to live for until he meets a Sister in a hospital who shows him a road, hard to 
follow, but which eventually leads him to a cardinal's hat. A picaresque Pilgrim's 
Progress over a long, long way, with many parts of Spain giving it some color. $2.50 


Miller, Alice Duer AND ONE WAS BEAUTIFUL Dodd, Mead 


——~and the other was sweet, young and incredibly pure. An attractive 
wastrel learns that all that glitters is not gold when the beautiful (but bad) 
sister lets him be sentenced for the man she has killed while driving. Little 
sister guesses the truth, tries to save the man, but he will not tell on a woman, 
He finally gets out of jail and little sister gets her man. An ABC of the sac- 


charine school. $2.00 
; McCoy, Horace I SHOULD HAVE STAYED AT HOME Knopf 
@ A story of Hollywood extras which rips Hollywood wide open. A boy and 
two girls, Hollywood mad from reading fan magazines, are defeated by the impos- - 






sibility of attaining their ambitions, and, tired of being pushed around through 
circumstances, the two sirls give up but the boy drifts on waiting for that break 
that will never come. Crude and bitter in its picture of Hollywood, a social life 
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which is nothing bat perversion and degeneration, careers which are lies and bluff, 
no reticence about names, hard-boiled but lacking Cain's dramatic punch and stylis- 
tic bluntness. Engrossing-if superficial-- reading but NOT for any conservative. 
You'll remember his They Shoot Horses, Don't They and heed this warning. $2.00 


February 22 
Sarton, May THE SINGLE HOUND Houghton, Mifflin 


A rather directionless book about directionless people, done in pseudo- 
Woolf manner and often equallj confused, save for the fundamental message which is 
Clear, despite the irresolution of the story and characterization. A boy in England 
is about to go to Belgium to meet the poet Jean Latour whose poetry has influenced 
his life, but falls in love with a married woman who loves her husband and the affair 
comes to nothing. He goes to Belgium, groping for something to hold onto, finds Jean 
Latour is a little old lady,with two friends of equal age, who has lived a precious 
sort of life. She gives him the message that to be a poet one must be oneself at all 
times and helps him to get over his infatuation and to rebuild his life. Preteatious 


and ephemeral, with an appeal for a few. $2.50 
March | 

Croy, Homer SIXTEEN HANDS Harper 

* Ih a way, a continuation of the "State Fair" theme ~- Sweeney's mul@, Six- 


teen Hands, wins a blue ribbon at the International in Chicago, Sweeney's wife and 
daughter meet a French count, Sweeney is offered a job buying mules for the French 
government which his wife makes him accept. They g0 to Washington and his wife plays 
for high stakes socially, counting on a promised inheritance to take care of the 
financial side. The mule leads Sweeney into unexpected, and funny situations, and 
after many mishaps, his daughter marries the right man and Sweeney is at last able 
to return to his home town. Likeable people whose story is simply told. Whole- 
some, but not damningly so, for it is entertaining and appealing in its directness, 
$2.00 


Horgan, Paul FAR FROM CIBOLA Harper 


New Mexico as a background for a series of episodes dealing with members 
of a rural community, down at the heel, and expecting momentarily the promised govern— 
ment aid. A thinly spun plot, with the interest focussed on the "types" which make 
up the community, and the little romances and tragedies and sordid dramas and small 
adventures that go to build their daily lives. The meeting outside the town commun- 
ity center, whipped into hysteria by the rumor that first there was gold and food 
within - and then there wasn't ~ forms the connecting link, but the story - as a 
unit - is ill-sustained, and the book leaves an impression of a sharply etched scene, 
crisp characterization, a plot blurred at the edges, a number of facets of one small 
segment of modern life. A book that bears small relation to his earlier work (Fault 


Of Angels; Matin Line West, etc.), Almost a novelette in length. $2.00 
DUAL _ 
Williams, Ben Ames THE STRUMPET SEA Houghton, Mifflin 


The late 1800's and missionaries in the South Seas, whaling, sailors’ yarns, 
etc., is the setting for the marriage of George and Mary, its testing, through sick— 
ness and battle and her love for Richard, her childhood hero, who arrives in time to 
take them away from their island which has become dangerous for them. Peter, brother 
to Richard, on the voyage home, makes trouble in every direction possible, from steal- 
ing Mary's pearls to arousing George's jealousy, but George and Mary win through, and 









January 15, 1938 FICTION -~ 22 - 





George gives his life to save Mary and the ship after Peter has tried to kill Richard. 
Entertaining reading with plenty of points of interest, and a touch of melodrama in 
its plot. $2.50 








March 2 





Streatfeild, Noel CAROLINE ENGLAND Reynal & Hitchcock 





* Noel Streatfeild is at her best in family stories and knows her English 
background —- both city and country. This is a better book than her previous ones, 
not as entertaining, perhaps, as Parson's Nine but a more important and richer book 
than either that or Tops and Bottoms. But it faces the hurdle of being another long 
family novel, spanning the period between Victoria's Jubilee and King George V's 
death. The central figure is a woman, and with all her "prunes and prisms" upbring— 
ing and Victorian viewpoint about her own marriage and children, she is a real person, 
to whom you can take off your hat with respect and a reluctant admiration and af- 
fection. Well written, more than adequate, but not a book which sparkles or which 
contributes anything particularly original. For those who like leisurely novels of 
English life - this is better than most. $2.50 


Marci Cyrus sg 
Vogel, Joseph MAN'S COURAGE Knopf 



























Can't rank with the leading underdog writers of today, but this ironical, 
®@ sober, simply told story of commonplace people, a Polish family, has a certain 

strength. Anton Wolak, simple, ignorant, inarticulate, but not without basic stamina. 
and pride, who has always wanted to leave the city and be a farmer, but who, jobless, 
spends his $80.00, saved during 1@ years over here, to keep going - and then turns 
to relief. After weeks of useless questioning, they get relief, only to be taken 
off it because he gets two days of work which he neglected to report to the bureau. 
A worn-out wife, a child with rheumatic fever from andernourishment, the only kind 
of work offered him was to be a scab -— which he turns jJown. Finally eviction which 
he fights; the police are brought in and Anton is killed by a policeman shooting un- 
necessarily. There is a good deal below the surface of the story action - a bitter 
satire of the whole relief set-up, the unnecessary red tape; the district politicians, 
out to get the Polacks’ vote, are lampooned ~ but primarily it is a very moving pic- 
ture of this immigrant: Anton, a mute, stubborn, courageous fighter who is finally 
defeated. No walloping dramatic action but an accumulation of little tragedies in 
the lives of little people which combine to make it impressive. Cannot see a big 


popular sale for this but there should be a succés J'estime. $2.50 
March @ 
Lea, Fanny Heaslip ONCE TO EVERY MAN Dodd, Mead 


Not superlative Lea, but well above average. Fairly involved in that it 
deals with a family, the Gunns, all in various stages of falling in and out of love, 
Grandfather, who marries again, a jealous fifty year old daughter, her husband, his 
daughters by two marriages, and all getting what they want. Save for the mother, 

@ @ perverse, unattractive, nagging character, all are pleasant people who for the 
most part have pleasant fates after the stormy path. Plenty there for your money 
and for your older renters as well as your younger sophisticates, $2.00 







7a 

















January 15, 1938 FICTION - 23 - 
March i1 


Farnol, Jeffrey THE CROOKED PURROW Doubleday, Doran 


A good fat book for the Farnol followers with even the naughty characters 
having something good in their make-ups. arrogant uncle Everard proposes to his two 
nephews that they prove themselves worthy of inheriting his fortune by spending 4 
year without money, save the little with which he starts them off. Oliver and Roland 
fall in love with the same girl, have plenty of adventures, Oliver adopts a small 
girl, brings her to London to be cared for by his old teacher, learns his uncle is 
pursued bya maddened drug fiend of a son who tries to kill him, tries to prevent an 
atteck on his uncle but is unsuccessful, find his uncle's lost wife and see Roland 
win the girl. Very boots~and-saddle-y but plenty of sentimental and high moral-ed 


entertainment. $2.50 
Maret 16 
Iams, Jack NOWHERE WITH MUSIC Longmans, Green 


Nina is attracted by rules-smashing John at Princeton, but marries con- 
ventional Tom to escape from her family. Years later she meets John again when he 
is working for the Communist party, persuades him to run away with her to Europe. 
They take her hard-drinking grandfather with then and his death in Paris sends Nina 
back to the States, while John goes on to a little Spanish island where he finds 
peace and an answer to his questioning. Nina comes there, doesn't fit in, but 
finally through an heroic act is accepted... Then the Spanish War touches them and 
they decide to stay with their island rather than escape while they can. Rootless 
and unstable young people finding something to believe in and hold to. Has some 


nice moments but is not very important. $2-00 
March 19 

Paul, Elliott CONCERT PITCH Raniom House 

* The author of Life and Death Of A Stanish Town has written a really extra- 


ordinary novel of a group of musicians and musical critics in Paris, The whole 
story is pitchei in a key verging on hysteria, and the story revolves around a tri- 
angle created first by a homosexual French critic, the American critic who tells the 
story, and an American boy pianist, who is Living in Paris with his mother, on whom 
he is utterly dependent, The Frenchman thrusts them apart, takes himeto America to 
launch him, and leaves the other two to find each other in love ani marriage. They 
are happy ~ when the boy, disillusioned and shocked, returns, demanding solitude, 

a chance to compose, freedom. But he can't stay alone. He takes an older woman as 
a mistress, involves himself in a new form of composition and music, and - from the 
outside - succeeds in obsessing his mother, her husband and the Frenchman. The theme 
gathers monentum, rises in pitch and crashes on a note of hysteria, everything torn 
asunder and smashei. On this it ends - unresolved. But in the gathering of the 


storm, it is moving and harrowing andi absorbingly interesting. $2.50 
March 22 
Dana, Julian LOST SPRINGTIME Macmillan 


To his mountain retreat a writer takes a casual friend and his dog. The 
magic of the place sets a perfect friendship in motion and their happy solitude is 
broken by odd visitors, But they weather these and spend their time as they will, 
with the reading of a diary of the writer's grandmother their evening relaxation. 
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The diary tells of a girlhood in the middle 1899's in a California mining town and 
is full of nice touches, local history and personal in¢idents. Their holiday ended, 
they reluctantly go back to town. Definite local interest, and quietly charming 

reading. $2.50 








March 25 










Comstock, Harriet T. LORI, DAUGHTER OF KIT Doubleday, Doran 








The old formula of the unwed mother and her child. Kit's husband to be is 
killed and she bears his child but gives it up to be raised elsewhere. Hit marries 

a widower, with a young son, never telling him of her daughter left in England. But 
Lori, the daughter, is sent to Kit's guardian and still Kit does.not tell her - hus- 
band. But her husband's son falls in love with her daughter and Kit is forced to 
confess the girl's parentage in hopes that the youngsters may marry. Her husband 
leaves her when he learns the truth, Kit dies, he relents and the boy and girl mar-— 
ry. Sentimental, repetitious and not too gooi. $2.00 



















Teilhet, Darwin L. JOURNEY TO THE WEST Doubleday, Doran 


Rufus Cobb is blackballeud in every advertising agency when his employer 
loses a big account through Cobb's articles in a liberal magazine. Stranded in 
Washington, Cobb wanders up and down the West Coast, drifting into one thing and 
another, love affairs, jobs, promotion work, labor, Communist, Socialist, election 
activities, betraying his friends and his promises, pretty much a heel, but saved 
through his love for Sugar, a fine reporter, whose work he tries to belittle, and 
her rascal of a father. Cobb's book is turned down, but he gets a chance in adver- 

& tising, which he turns down in favor of the beer factory run by Sugar's father and 
there finally proves he has got some good stuff in him in breaking a strike, Sugar 
capitulates. Overlong, over-detailed, but with some nice parts in this story of a 
likeable, irritating, talkative, boastful, etc., etc., gentleman of fortune. $2. 75 


















Vil heles ete March > 
zz 
Mobprs, Wititen MEMORY OF YOUTH Simon & Schuster 
* (Repeated from the November first bulletin, page 502.) "The first appear- 


ance of a well-known Swedish novelist in America, in his backward glance over child- 
hood years. Knut, a well-established editor in Stockholm, finds himseld deadlocked 
at 35, stifled by the routine, the materialism of the city, unable to reconcile soil 
and asphalt. He turns to the past, to his country childhood and with great simpli- 
city and charm reviews the years, An interesting piece of characterization in this 
portrait of a boy, sensitive, defiant, afraid, cowed by the narrow discipline of 
both home and school, local superstition and taboos. Adolescence, first love, and 
final emancipation to the life and work he had always wanted, with books, only to 
find the past in conflict with the present. Not the spaciousness or vigor of the 
peasant scene one finds in Hamsun or Undset, but greater delicacy and considerable 
insight." $2.50 


MYSTERIES, THRILLERS AND WESTERNS 


@ February 3 


Popkin, Zelda DEATH WEARS A WHITE GARDENIA Lippincott 


Murder in a Fifth Avenue department story disrupts the celebration of its 
SOth anniversary and is solved by the store detective and his assistant (female). A 
to-do over blackmailing and bankruptcy untangled in a day. Fair. $2.00 
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February & 


Jones, Nara THE CASE OF THE HANGING LADY Dodd, Mead 


Bored, wealthy, middle-aged Westerner, Reid Martin, finds plenty to keep 
him interested when he decides to solve the murders connected with the Yacht Club 
of which he: is Commodore. A rank beginner, he manages to hand over to the police a 
triple killer... Nice going. $2.00 


February 11 


Boutell, Anita Day DEATH BRINGS A STORKE Putnam 


Amateur criminologist Dr. Archie Storke brings to book a murderer who near- 
ly escapes through staging almost perfect suicides for his two victims, Storke finds 
sleuthing isn't so much fun when your friends are among the suspects, but squares 
himself with the local police and Scotland Yard. Likeable. $2.00 


Peertery ten randy | 


Carr, John Dickson TO WAKE THE DEAD Harper 

¥ Dr, Fell and his mumbo-jumbo anravel two similar murders and show a mys- 

tery story writer how a real detective works. Not as many rabbits out of the Fell 

chapeau as usual « —- but entertaining reading. $2.00 
March 15 

Govan, Christine Noble PLANTATION MURDER Houghton, Miffiin 


First-rate from the point of view of suspense and background, and a unique 
locale of a South Carolina coast plantation, authentic downto the fime details of 
Gullah dialect, etc. The story itself, while good in the reading, is questionable 
on some details where the author has pullei the strings of her characters to facili- 
tate her action. A story with the interest in the incidents rether than the dgduc- 


tion. $2.00 
March 238 

Steele, Wilbur Daniel SOUND OF ROWLOCKS Harper 

* A book that falls in the mystery class, presumably, though it is actually 


a novel in which a murder is the pivotal point. Well-sustained plot, with suspicion 
directed now here, now there, legitimately; with a summer motor cycle cop, short 
term resident of an island off Cape Cod, presumably the detective, while actually 
the dumb-bell native marshall putters around and unearths the salient facts which 
eventually release certain suspects and pin the crime on the right party. Good 
downeast background; exceptionally well told tale; and a thread of romance. In 
Spite of ranking tops in the mystery field, this seems a disappointment from a man 


one associates with rather powerful psychological novels and short stories. $2.00 
March 25 
Davis, Reginald NINE DAYS' PANIC Doubleday, Doran 


Terrorization of a small English village with corpses and girls disappear- 
ing, a Scotland Yard Inspector hunting for a counterfeiting gang, a mad doctor, a 
canny half-wit, - plethora of ingreiients, plus a romance, which provide some amuse-— 
ment for the not too serious mystery reader. $2.00 
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March 25 


Davis, Tech MURDER ON ALTERNATE TUESDAYS Doubleday, Doran 


Nash, professional criminologist, starts off in several directions at once 
in running down the murderer of a rather mysterious Greenwich householder, and gets 
involved in a confusion of commuters, gangsters, blackmail, smuggling et al. Helped 
by a newspaper man and a nightclub dancer, Nash gets the criminal, after two more 
deaths. Lots of red herrings, and plenty action but weakish on the sleuthing. $2.00 


Oppenheim, E. P. CURIOUS HAPPENINGS TO THE ROOKE LEGATEES Little, Brown 


Pleasant, but not too enthralling, succession of near-mysteries, adventures, 
etc., concerning the five Rookes and the money they receive which leads them to find 
a murderer, prevent a kidnapping, rescve damsels in distress, and so on. Thin. $2.00 


MUST BOOKS 
Non - Fiction 
February 86 
Ellsberg, Edward HELL ON ICE Dodd, Mead 
ax Ellsberg, through the medium of George Wallace Melville of the ill-fated 


Jeannette, reconstructs the tragic happenings of 1879. Based on Congressional in- 
vestigation records, contemporary documents, and a research into every possible 
phase of these long-past events, here is the integrated story of the search for the 
North Pole, under the captaincy of George Washington De Long, financed by Bennett 

of the Herald. The attempt was made to find a passage via Behring Sea; the S. S. 
Jeannette was caught by early ice and for two years held in a vise, until the break- 
ing away of the ice ultimately resulted in her destruction, leaving her men to make 
their way over 500 miles ani more to Siberia and possible settlements. The story 

is one of the most fascinating, if not the most fascinating, stories of Arctic ex- 
ploration I have ever read. While at the start the style seems a bit pedantic, the 
substance gathers momentum and one forgets the medium in absorption in a story of 
heroic courage against terrific odis, of men against the North, of their strengths 
and weaknesses ~- and of the vast, cruel nature that combatted them even more cruelly 
as the months passed. A book that every red-blooeded man, woman, boy or girl will 
find utterly engrossing and eaciting reading. A book that makes previous Arctic 
exploration parlor car luxury in comparison. This is a revealing experience. Feb— 


ruary Book-of—the-—Month, $3.00 
4 
february 2” 
Smart, Charles Allen R. PF. De Norton 
* The Saturday Review of Literature (1/1/38) considers Clifton Fadiman’s 


public acknowledgement of his mistakes as “subversive" ~ and goes on to say that 
"it doesn't matter to anyone what mistakes were made last year". Our position 
differs from both Mr. Fadiman's and The Saturday Review. We are willing ~ and 
eager — to rectify mistakes, if there is still time to rectify them, and we feel 
that this theory applies in the present instance. R. F. D. was reviewed in Septem-— 
ber, under the title Invitation To The Country, It was at that time scheduled for 








Month selection, we have, personally, had the opportunity to read it, and we frankly 
acknowledge that we think the previous reviewer approached it with a wrong concep 


late Fall publication. Now, postponed to March or April, because of Book-of-—the- Matey 
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ception of its purpose and consequently looked for the wrong things. We liked it, 
immensely. It is not a “how to go back to the farm" book, for there is no attempt 
to chart a course. It is partly reminiscences, with enough of anecdote, spiced 
with humor, to give one a "feel" of the place and the people. It is partly phil- 
osophical (with a slight bend of the twig left), a sort of 1937 David Grayson's 
Adventures in Contentment. There is no pretense of presenting a consecutive pic- 
ture of ways and means, costs, and procedure, but through the narrative, through 
the commentary on life on the Ohio farm, one gets some conception of the many 
faceted life, of the ups and downs, the problems and the joys. Anyone who has 
first-hand knowledge of country life in terms of honest toil, will take this book 
to heart. It's not for city folk, satisfied with being city folk, but those with 
a frustrated longing to 30 back to the land will find it just their meat. Bred 
and born country dwellers, who have cleaved to their hoes, may read it with a some~ 
what cynical smile but a certain warmth of sympathy. By and large, there's a wide 
market for it, if you go after it intelligently. And it hasn't been done, in spite 
of the plethora of books about "homes in the country". $2.50 


A DARK HORSE 


February f7 


Scherman, Harry THE PROMISES MEN LIVE BY Random House 


** Sub-title: A New Approach to Economics. Mr. Scherman has achieved the im 
possible. He has written a primer of modern economics which is (1) so simple and 
straightforward and interesting that the novice can read and understand and enjoy 

it and (2) is so fundamentally sound, so revealing and so constructive that the 
expert will find that his broader view is crystallized and his closer view human 
ized. He starts with the processes even a child recognizes and goes from these, by 
natural steps, to one aspect after another, finally culminating in a view of the 
state in finance and the mystery of the business cycle which gives one pause. It 

is a perfect title to interest the market hardest to reach - the public that needs 
education along lines of economics and that assumes economics are for the other fel- 
low. A book for a wide sale ~ whict can be achieved by enthusiasm on the part of 
the person in the shop, $3.00 


For Specia! Notice 


Por a non-war book about Spain, we recommend Nancy J. Johnstone's HOTEL IN SPAIN 
(Longmans, Green) as entertaining reading. Prince H. Zu Loewenstein's CONQUEST OF 
THE PAST (Houghton, Mifflin) is a biography that is honest and interesting. Helen 
Keller HELEN KELLER'S JOURNAL (Doubleday, Doran) again proves the courage of the 
woman, 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Non-Fiction 


January 27 
Bolitho, Hector KING GEORGE VI Lippincott 


One has learned from its predecessor ~ the best-selling King Edward VIII - 
not to expect the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth from Mr. Bolitho, 


but a portrait, critical or flattering, whichever way the wind blows, and this time 


it can be nothing but adulatory. The childhood of Albert, his travels, his grit 
during ill-health, his part in the War, his marriage and career until his accession, 
A full description of the coronation, but, naturally, little of his reign to date, 
Nothing deprecatory and somewhat impersonal, $2.00 
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January 27 


Hunt, Frazier ONE AMERICAN Simon & Schuster 


In spite of the flood of foreign correspondents' books, this is top-notch 
reading. "Spike" Hunt has followed revolts of the masses all over the world and 
observes with sympathy these struggles, talks with new leaders and tries to give 
what he can of the truth of the happenings as he has seen them. He writes of all 
these peoples ~ Mexican, Russian, Siberian, Chinese, Japanese, Indian, German, 
American ~- with the greatest of understanding, making no attempt to go into the 
various phases of political or economic creeds, but as a layman dealing with human 
beings, their hopes, dreams, ambitions and their courage. A champion of the under~ 
dog, an informal commentator, a hardy newspaper man, an acquaintance and friend of 
many celebrities - he gives his book plenty of interest and entertainment for almost 


any reader. : ‘2 $3.00 
SV)" ws | 
Late sanuary Or-earty-Pevruary 
Bell, Aubrey, F. G. CASTILIAN LITERATURE ox ford 


A comprehensive and well written survey of the literature of Castile - 
most fertile in Spanish writers - covered through types and characteristics rather 
than chronologically. An exhaustive study of the early and essential poetry, crit-— 
icism, drama, humor, and novel. Definitely a college and library item. $4.50 


February 3 
Czernin, Count Ferdinand THIS SALZBURG Greystone 


A lighthearted, casual guide for the tourist interested in visiting Salz— 
burg during festival time - how to dress, the Austrians, behavior at a P.G., a bit 
of history and architecture, places not to miss, what you will see and hear, cele~ 
brities you will encounter, etc. etc. Not a serious how-to-do-book, but the hints 
could be helpful. A good steamer gift. Illustrated by Count Eugen Ledebur. $1. 75 


Sutherland, James DEF OE Lippincott 


With little known of Defoe's intimate family life, it is difficult to 
maké .a living, breathing figure of the man, whose career until the age of 59 was 
mostly politics and political writings, and whose famous books came after that. The 
story of his political life is naturally closely connected with English history. We 
fear this earnestly written life of the author of Robinson Crusoe, Moll Flanders, 
etc., will not have a popular appeal except for Defoe scholars. $3.50 


Tucker, W. Je PRINCIPLES OF SCIENTIFIC ASTROLOGY Lippincott 


Not a book for the totally uninitiated. A sober, accurate study of the 
science of astrology, past and present. Opens with a history of astrological find- 
ings, from the time of Seth in 3769 B.C. the growth of various influences, Greek, 
Roman, etc., which affected it, down to present day conclusions. Then the chapters 
on signs and constellations and their effects on the individual, the planetary as— 
pects of the science, and chapters on the individuality, personality and temperament 
of persons born under the various zodiac signs. Technial as to coding and decoding 
the horoscope. $2.00 


Healy, William, M.D. PERSONALITY Norton 
In Formation and Action 


A psychiatrist, at present at the Yale Institute of Human Relations en- 
gaged in research (particularly in the field of juvenile delinquency, ef, Roots Of 
Crime) writes on the evolution of personality, unhampered by any rigid set of rules 
or dogmas, From prenatal and earliest infancy through childhood and the influence 
of environment, he deals with the way in which personality may be affected and he 
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relates psychiatry to social and humane problems, Illustrated with actval case his- 
tories, some normal, some abnormal. Liberal, sound and unbiased - good foundation 


book for the intelligent average reader. $2. 00 









































February 7 


Mattingly, Garrett BERNARD DE VOTO Little, Brown 
A Preliminary Appraisal 

A revealing study of a contemporary ~ and a brilliant piece of work in its 
very analysis of De Voto's contradictions, his genius, his potentialities. A crit- 
ical study with a market not as limited as at first sight it seems, for it has pos- 
sibilities of opening the way to builiing a De Voto cult, to increasing the inter- 
est in the man, his past work and the work ahead. Call to the attention of literary 
circles, public libraries, etc. And check your stock of Forays and Rebuttals, We 
Accept With Pleasure and Mark Twain's America with a view to an almost certain inter- 
est to come. $1.00 


February 8 
(A John Dey Book ) 
Van de Water, Frederic F. RUDYARD KIPLING'S VERMONT FEUD Reynal & Hitchcock 


A story become almost legendary, reappearing in various connections, is 
the tale of Kipling's fight with his brother-in-law, the fight that resulted in his 
leaving his Vermont home near Brattleboro. Until both principles were dead, the full 
story had not been told. Now Van de Water, himself living in Vermont (A Home In The 
Country) tells the story as told to him by Beatty Balestier, Kipling's brother-in-law. 

B In the telling, one gets none too sympathetic a picture of Kipling, and one becomes 
quite fascinatei with Balestier, wastrel and ne'ter-do-well and charmer. One learns 
that what Kipling terms the "unfriendliness" of the natives was their answer to his 
determination to be let alone. And one gets the feel of the countryside, the state 
he had chosen to adopt. An episode brought to life - and delightfully so. It makes 
good reading for anyone interested in sidelights on a much disputed subject and per- 
sonality. (This slim volume was first issued, in a limited signed edition as a 
Countryman's Press book, 193% ) $1.25 


February 10 


Makin, William J. ? BRIGADE OF SPIES Dutton 


Surprisingly little over-lapping with The Story of Secret Service, that 
very complete history of espionage by Richard Wilmer Rowan (Doubleday, Doran, 1937). 
Herein a journalist sets down in fast-paced, casual, (particulary as to organization 
and occasionally grammar) manner stories ani aspects of modern espionage - beginning 
with a portrait of the spy and giving actual cases, Debunks the conception that the 
Spy is a glamorous, romantic daredevil; three famous spies and their stories; inter~ 
national spies; spy schools; lone adventurers; political espionage; the murder clubs 
all over the world; important terrorists and assassinations; the spy System as re- 
lated to munitions and chemicals. Includes all nations save America. personal ac- 
Quaintances with many of the spies talked about, sensational anecdotal material, 
yarns that are good reading. Query authenticity - but that doesn't detract from an 





evening of adventure, $3.00 
VY» ky f < if, : “ ‘ 
& LULA A, A N ka frasng Su —— 
4 cbriary +4 5 fd sty 
price, Willard SAPAN-REACHES—OUR \*““ Reynal % Hitchcock 


Possibly the author is as objective as he can be, but one feels that in 
his selection of material and his presentation, he has achieved one thing, a con- 
vincing analysis of why Japan has to reach out, by what steps she has arrived where 
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She is,the inevitability of her almost immediate success, and a certain value in the 
Far East in the idea of Japan as overlord. He gives what seems an authentic inside 
picture of Japan's steps to preparedness, her educational system, her industrial, 
military and agricultural systems, her government, her family life, and so on. The 
Sidelights thrown on Manchuko, on Korea, on Mongolia, include much that is new. And 
almost wholly new is the picture of Japan's equatorial empire of Micronesia - new 
and terrifying, as providing a big stick not only over the Philippines, but over 
Australia as well. Breezily written and thoroughly readable. A book that should 

be read, even though it may be unpalatable to anyone with an anti-Japanese point of 


view. Sufficiently "news" to take the hurdle of "another book about the Par East". 
$3.00 


February 14 


Hadfield, Robert L. MUTINY AT SEA Dutton 


True stories of mutinies, freely retold. Aboard the Cyrus, the Inglis. 
Alexander, Fanny, Creole, Felicidade, Sharon, Ararat, Princess Royal, and Potemkin - 
and the many kinds of voyages, men, reasons, tragedies they saw. Good adventure 
reading. Illustrated. $3.00 


Ranald, Josef HOW TO KNOW PEOPLE EY THEIR HANDS Modern Age 


From the various types of hands, the meanings of the lines and special 
markings, to what state of health a hand indicates, fingerprints and the hand as 
a factor in vocational guidance, both child and adult. With analyses of some famous 
hands. Literally a "hand" book for those interested in interpreting their own or 
others!’ hands. Cloth only - - $ .85 


Wright, Milton MANAGING YOURSELF Whittlesey House 


How to raise your standards of physical and mental energy - exercises, 
advice, suggestions, examples of what others have done - a fight talk for the slug— 
gish minded. Commonsense that is easily overlooked, but one questions the place of 
another self-help item. $2.50 


February 15 


Knight, Mary ON MY OWN Macmillan 


With no set goal, and the slogan that "the world is mine to enjoy", the 
author sets down the story of a life that has known but few dull moments. A not 
too hapjy childhood, the necessity to make her own way through office work, odd 
jobs, travel and eventually the United Press in France. First as fashion reporter, 
which had some amusing spots, then as a regular reporter getting her share of 
"scoops". Interviews with the great which contain much of human interest, China 
next, then U. S,, Hollywood and work in New York. Ingenious methods of getting her 
stories, fast-paced, casual, with little reticence and a certain amount of bravado, 
a woman reporter with her hand in all sorts of pies tells an interesting story.$3,.00 


February i6 


Asquith, Lady Cynthia THE KING'S DAUGHTERS Dutton 


For your Anglophiles, this flattering word picture of the Princesses, 
Elizabeth and Mary Rose, Their early days, their various places of residence, 
their studies, cute sayings and training for their future, The photographs, some 
taken by the King, are the nicest part of the book. It does honestly attempt to 
be impartial, but what else could you expect. ; $2.00 
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Bing, Edward J. - editor THE SECRET LETTERS OF THE LAST TSAR Longmans, Green 


Subtitled "Being The Confidential Correspondence Between Nicholas II and 
His Mother, Dowager Empress Maria Feodorovna". The letters are divided into four 
parts, those of childhood ani adolescence through his marriage to Alice of Hesse; 
letters during the early part of his reign; letters during the Revolution of 1905, 
(which contain the most information on national affairs of that time, the uprisings, 
pojroms,. ministerial difficulties, the parliamentary chaos, etc.); then, lastly, 
those of the final years, dealing with his brother's marriage to a commoner and 
the World War. Because of the fact that a breach with his "Mama" existed at the 
time due to the intervention of Rasputin, little of value is contained in this last 
part. Save for the third section, the importance of the letters lies in the human 
qualities revealed, rather than anything of his reign, which show the Tsar to be 
a deeply religious paterfamilias, a good husband, father and son, devoted to nature 
and music and animals. It is blatant he is weak, shallow and given to foolish gen- 
eralizations. The story of the autocrat who wished to follow in his father's foot- 
steps turns into the tragedy of his being the victin of an unfortunate system A 
careful, good editing and translating job. Preface by Re H. Bruce Lockhart. $3.50 


February 17 


Cornplanter, Jesse LEGENDS OF THE LONGHOUSE Lippincott 


Introduction by Carl Carmer. Jesse Cornplanter, A Seneca Indian, through 
a series of letters to mrs. Walter Hendricks, telis these old tales, which, for the 
most part, are fascinating, whether they are purely story or somewhat moral. Con- 
cerns many types of legends, the Little People, animals, elements, hunters, etc. 
In spite of the uneveness of the presentation, they make nice reading. $2. 00 


February 18 / 


Lewisohn, Ludwig AS A JEW THINKS Simon & Schuster 


A group of essays, woven together by the intense concentration of the 
author on his main theme, the defense of the Jew, his rich, old background and 
ancient religion, emboiiment of freedom, justice and the love of peace, and his 
belief in Zionism as a symbol of peace and understanding. These flaming essays 
carry his torch to Jewish reaiers. They are too full of Hebraic and Yiddish 
phrases for the general reader. But in substance, the essays themselves cover a 
wide range, approaching the subject from various angles, educational, social, re~ 
‘ligious, etc. They should reach people of his faith who need the challenge he 
makes. This volume launches Lewisohn with a new publisher. $2. 00 l/ 


February 24 


Fowler-Lunn, Katharine THE GOLD MISSUS Norton 
A Woman Frospector in Sierra Leone 


An American married to an Englishman, is not allowed to accompany him to 
the Gold Coast, but, being a geologist herself, chose Sierra Leone to do some work 
on her own, ani from it got a job to return twice more. These are her experiences 
as a rank amateur in the jungle, a woman alone with a native staff and her advance- 
ment to an expert in jungle trekking and native ways. Interesting, not only for 
the unusual type of work she did, but for her descriptions of the many kinds of 
encounters she had, the differences among her various boys, and, the dangers around 
which she skirted. A contribution to feminine achievement, and worth reading. 
Tllustrated. $3.00 
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Levinson, Edward LABOR ON THE MARCH . Harper 






The market for this is definitely employers who have a liberal viewpoint 
and who wish to know the relative merits of the two organizations, the C.I.0. and 

the A. F. of Le. But the angle is so decidedly biased in favor of the C. I. 0. that 

it should be offset by some other book on the subject. Not for anyone with a closed 
mind — nor for the average capitalistic sympathizer - for this new book on American 

labor and the historical development of Unions from the early days of the Knights of 
Labor to the great upheaval and the rise of the C. I. 0., gives a most comprehensive 
picture of the inside story of the break in the labor ranks and complete details of ) 
how the C. I. 0. won so many victories by strikes, (including sit-down, ) wire—pulling 
and diplomacy. The author uses a surgeon's knife in laying open the A. F. ox L. and | 
its leaders. His picture of Lewis the man is revealing as to his mental and physical 

powers and his faults and foibles. Written in a smooth newspaper fashion that makes 

easy reading. The author is the labor editor of The New York Evening Post and has 

behind him twenty years of first hand reportorial experience the country over cover-— 

ing labor fights. $2.75 




















x3 
Wilson, Hugh THE EDUCATION OF A DIPLOMAT ~ Longmans, Green 





This covers the early days of the author's life as a career diplomat, eni- 
ing with the entrance of the U. S. into the Great War, and one can but hope he will 
carry on his chronicle, for its simplicity and sincerity and the many entertaining 
digressions make it good reading. Yale and business, which he hated, study in Paris, 
a since that was the start for a diplomatic career, then as private secretary to the 
a Minister to Portugal where he received valuable training in what the Foreign Service 
was all about, next he passed his examinations in Washington and was sent to Guate- 
mala, Buenos Aires, Berlin, Vienna and Geneva. Personal experiences in the various | 
assignments, with acute characterizations. Very worthwhile as interesting biography | 
and the beginnings of a diplomatic career. Introduction by Claude G. Bowers. $2.50 























March 2 ; ae 


Riesenfeld, Janet DANCER IN MADRID Funk & Wagnalls 


Headed for Spain to work with a new dancing partner and to see the man she 
loved, the author arrived after the border was closed, but éventually got over as 
the interpreter for two newspapermen. She lived in Madrid during the first four 
months of the revolution, becoming a Loyalist in her interests, while her fiance 
Was on the rebel side... This reads more like a novel, with the fiance using her 
American citizenship as a cover for smuggling to the rebels, and being shot for his 
activities. Definitely a popular presentation, for the author had, in spite of her | 
belief in the Loyalists, the knowledge that she, as an American, was fairly safe, 





Easy - and interesting - reading. Drawings by Lyle Justus. $2.50 
March 7 
Morse, Frank P. BACKSTAGE WITH HENRY MILLER Dutton 
@ Biography of the actor-manager who died in 1926. His early life in theatre, 
stock companies, as a leading man, and finally star, under Frohman, then his decision 


to be his own producer and the work he did. The people with whom he worked, the plays 
he acted in and produced, the playwrights he introduced to the public, his amazing 
tempers and vigorous working methods, his luxurious farm near Stamford, and his aims 
for the theatre. Definitely a tribute, but it’s not dull reading for anyone inter- 
ested in the theatre. $3.00 
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Noyes, Alexander D. THE MARKET PLACE Little, Brown 
Reniniscences of a Financial kditor 


Financial Editor of The New York Times, the author is qualified to write 
a history of Wall Street as he has seen it from 1883, when he first got a job as a 
reporter on the Tribune, to the present day. For business men who would like a 
well written review of economics and finance under the various political adminis- 


trations, from 1880 down, in order better to judge our present times, $3.50 
March 9 

Johnstone, Nancy J. HOTEL IN SPAIN Longmans, Green 

* Here's a book for the same sort of market Thunder Over Mexico had. The 


Johnstones, London Fleet Street couple, were bitten by the bug of running "a pub" - 
and found in a Mediterranean coast village in Spain the setting that filled all 
dreams. So they did it. And this is the story, entertainingly told, and carrying 
much of the surface charm of The Life and Death of a Stanish Town, though, to date, 
the outcome is different ani the purpose not so "social". It isn't a story of Spain 
at war, although the war comes in at the end to scar their dream inn and upset their 
plans, but not as a personally experienced reality. It is a sunny, gay and thorough- 
ly diverting and charming book. And it holds some hope that all of Spain has not 
perished by the sword of hate. $2.50 


March 11 


Keller, Helen HELEN KELLER'S JOURNAL Doubleday, Doran 


This covers the period right after the death of Anne Sullivan Macy, from 
November, 19326, to April, 1937, when Helen Keller is about to land in Japan. It 
is a record of sadness, prayers for the strengthtec goon in the work she feels she 
alone can do, and the gradual arousing of interest in the peopie and things about 
her. It is a worthy addition to her previous books, for her comments on the events 
of the day the world over, the thinis she "sees" and her changing moods are reveal- 
ing, and the fortitude, modesty and gentleness ~- and humanness = 9§, the woman cannot 


but appeal to everyone. vig. A/iiual Cucclug OOF 0olepite (bY {= Gaet_ $2.50, 


at 
/ 
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March 34 Ht be t aff ” 
U 
Lewis, Oscar THE BIG FOUR Knopf 


What could have been a rousing story, just misses because of the manner 
of the telling. The material - the big four among the railroad builders of the 
West, C. P. Huntington, Leland Stanford, Charles Crocker and Mark Hopkins, and the 
early days of railroad building, financial manipulations and political priming - 
is there, but, whereas it is easy enough reading, the expository style slows up the 
vitality of the story. Presented objectively, the "big four" do not suffer ¢lori- 
fication nor condemnation, though the facts of their lives are given in detail. The 
descriptions of those days, the problems of railroad etiquette yield amusing anec- 
dotes and give the flavor of the times. Though this is not a penetrating book about 
railroads, men or social conditions, it is well worth reading. $5.00 %° 
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March 18 
Loewenstein, Prince Hubertus Zu CONQUEST OF THE PAST Houghton, Mifflin 


* The substance of this book is better than the form, so don't be discour- 
aged by the somewhat artificial style and intense egotism of the manner. Beyond 
that barrier, the reader realizes that here is the searching into the heart of a 
man, brought up in the hidebound traditions of caste, an intense patriot of mon- 
archical leanings, a reactionary, viewed by the liberals ~ of his revolt - his 
floundering first this way, then that, before he found hinself and came, fearless- 
ly, to the defense of the republic, opposing Naziism and all it stood for, at peril 
of life and freedom. The story of his life, his sheltered,childhood, the eccentri- 
cities of his education, from governess to the buffets of fate as the war brought 
home knowledge of want and privation, scattered university years, his friends and 
enemies ~ and throughout the effort to find out for himself, as opposed to his train- 
ing to accept the status quo. A new slant on Germany and Austria of war and post- 
war years. Interesting reading. $3.50 


March 9°92 


Woodward, C. Vann TOM WATSON: Agrarian Rebel Macmillan 


An American dynamo who fousht against the forces of capital, the monopoly 
of railroads, and whose leadership was truly great until the defeat of the Populist 
party when he became confused in his purposes, turning violent anti-Negro, anti- 
Catholic, anti-Jew, anti-everything. His journalistic outpourings caused a lynching, 
the K K K can easily be attributed to him, and his career, once sc promising, ended 
destructively. A Georgian, his life reflects the moods and struggles of the whole 
Us. S. during the latter part of the 19th century, Neither emotional nor condemnatory, 
the facts speak for themselves; here is a biography that sweeps a great deal of his- 
tory with it. A strange,distorted character whose background ties in with present 
day upheavals. $3. 50 


March 95 


Crozier, Brigadier—General THE MEN I KILLED Doubleday, Doran 
Frank Percy 


A British officer, born to soldiering and loving it, makes a vigorous, 
masculine plea for disarmament, for peace, for settlement of disputes by intelligent 
leadership, for the overthrow of the industrial and political rulers who incite wars 
between human beings who do not want to fight. A bitter condemnation of most of the 
highest ranking British officers during the War, and of the actions of the Church 
and the Archbishop of Canterbury for not taking the lead in peace movements, a de- 
nunciation of English politics in the feud with Ireland and the treatment of Eng- 
land's colonies, with praise for the Colonial troops during the War. To give 
strength to his plea and to strip all glory or color or glamour from war, he tells 
of the men he has killed ~ his own men, either by forcing them forward to take posi- 
tions so ordered or by shooting them down if they tried to retreat. Controversial, 
will make military hair stand on end, but different and interesting as an anti-war 
plea, outspoken, probably "not cricket", but certainly arousing. $2.00 


[+ [38 
Kobler, John - Editor THE TRIAL OF RUTH S ER AND JUDD GRAY Doubleday, Doran 


Another in the series of true crimes which has been preceded by the Liazie 
Borden and Bruno Richard Hauptmann cases. An introductory essay which is not only a 
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resume of the case but which offers some interesting analysis of the personalities 
involved, in an astute and sometimes witty manner, Since his premise is that a 
commonplace crime is always most sensational in public appeal, and since this crime 
did occupy more newspaper space than any save that of Thaw's and Hauptmann's - this 


may appeal to a large audience. The court records reveal the long detailed ques-— 
tioning which turned the case into that of "Snyder versus Judd" and sentenced them 
both. $3.50 


March 28 


Crawford, M. D, C. THE CONQUEST OF CULTURE | Greenberg 
How Han Invented His Way To Civilization 


How necessity forced primitive man to be the first adapter and inventor 
and to fight nature so that he might live and thus the history of the things that 
man has contrived through need or desire. The first conquest of fire, the first 
tools, what was learned from the Ice Age, from hunting and agriculture, the first 
motive power, Egypt's contributions, together with those of Yucatan and Peru, cloth, 
tobacco, iron, and transportation and what they have contributed to the world. Not 


all new material, but an interesting angle on world civilizations. $3.50 
March 29 
Monroe, Harriet A POET'S LIFE Macmillan 


(Repeated from the October 15 bulletin, page 4@1, where it was reported 
under the title THE MEMOIRS OF HARRIET MONROE.) "This book was the expression of 
Miss Monroe's old age and proves again the claim that autobiography should ordinarily 
be written when the young author is alert to life, ‘sizzling to the touch'. This 
book lacks passion and feeling. It is merely an honest ani sincere record of a ca- 
reer as a poet rather than a career as a woman. Seldom does she give any intimate 
glimpses of her life, dismissing her love affair in a single paragraph. People who 
have had close contact with Miss Monroe's circle, who have recognized and profited 
by her contribution to American poetry, will want to read this book. Some of the 
correspondence included is with notable figures. A third of the book is devoted to 
the inception and career of the magazine Poetry. Contemporary poets figure largely 
in these pages, with their arguments pro and con on new developments. Not a warm 
and mellow book (such as Roman Spring) but it does fill a place in the record of 
American letters". $5.00 


Books Received Too Late For Inclusion In Ealier Issues 


Webber, Winslow Ly BOOKS ABOUT BOOKS Hale, Cushman & Flint 
A Bio-Bibliography for Collectors 


A book you should know about, as it is a good handbook for booksellers 
themselves to have, and to recommend to collectors among their customers. Follow- 
ing an introductory chapter on book collecting as a hobby, as a business and through 
its great names, the author goes ‘on to a comprehensive bibliography of books about 
books, Books arranged alphabetically, under author (or editors). All salient facts 
given and a one or two paragraph description, very readable. Then a shorter section 
on magazine references, Finally a glossary of terms. Essential item for collectors 
and public libraries. (Published) $2.50 
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Seaton, George W. LET'S GO TO THE WEST INDIES Prentice Hall 






An orderly guide book for the cruise-goer bound for The Greater Antilles, 
The Lesser Antilles, Nassau, Bermuda, The Spanish Main, etc., what to see, what to 
wear, what to buy, when to go, history, etc. etc. Not inspired, but useful. Illus- 
trated with photographs. (January 17) $3.50 
















Harrison, Leonard V. %& YOUTH IN THE TOILS Macmillan 
Grant, Pryor McNeill 















Primarily for those interested in juvenile delinquency, sociology, etc. 
The findings of the Delinquency Committee of the Boys Bureau which proves that the 
youthful law-breakers, as tried and sentenced today, can never be returned as useful 
members of a community, that a change in method plus a change in spirit approach and 
attitude toward the offenders is necessary, and that rehabilitation of the young 
criminals will not be possible until a new legal machinery be created and the chal~ 
lenges presented by this problem be met. (January 18) $1.50 










Dolson, Hildegarde HOW ABOUT A MAN Lippincott 









Help yourself to a man - whether as friend, lover or husband - is the pur- 
port of this book. How to "organize your own man-hunting expedition". Ina gay 
and concise manner, with crisp and usually sound advice, she gives the social pro- 
cedure, how to meet those males, how to dress for them, what (ana what not) to say 
to them, how to drink, how to entertain him, how to keep the upper hand, etc. Not 
for the really youthful shy ‘teens, but the doubtful sophisticated 20's. $1.50 

















Kennagh, Peter MOSQUITO COAST Houghton, Mifflin 


A young Irishman and his cousin, journey through the jungles of Spanish 
Honduras and casually, delightfully, tells of their trip. Meeting Indians, en— 
countering all sorts of amazing traveling companions, and methods of travel, this 
record of "an unjustified piece of elaborate and protracted inquisitiveness" is 
very reminiscent of Peter Fleming in its sense of the hilarious situations in which 
they find themselves. For those who like their adventure lighthearted. (January 


25 ) | $3.50 
Announcing 

Christie, Agatha PERIL AT END HOUSE Modern Age ¢ .25 

Downey, Fairfax BURTON: Arabian Nights Adventurer Modern Age ¢ , 25 


These are two reprints, to be published on February 11. 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 





! 


Middleton, S. DINING, WINING AND DANCING IN NEW YORK (Dodge) From 1/10 





to 2/10 
Keeler, H. S. - FINGER! FINGER! (Dutton) From 2/1 to 2/24 
Baarslag, Karl ~ ROBBERY BY MAIL (Farrar & Rinehart) from 1/23 to 2/2 
Borden, Mary ~ STRANGE WEEK-END (Harper) from 2/2 to 1/19 
Omura, B,. - THE LAST GENRO (Lippincott) Definite date 3/17 


Being, Edw. ed. ~- THE SECRET LETTERS OF THE LAST TSAR (Longmans, Green) from 
2/16 to 3/16 

Iams, Jack ~ NOWHERE WITH MUSIC (Longmans, Green) from 3/16 to 2/16 

Lanham, E. ~ ANOTHER OPHELIA (Longmans, Green) Price from $2.50 to $2.00 

French, Chauncey Del RAILROADMAN (Macmillan) from 2/8 to 2/15 

Makin, W. J. ~ THE QUEER MR. QUELL (McBride) from 2/10 to 2/26 

TONY (McBride) from 1/21 to 2/10 

UTOPIA IN URUGUAY (Oxford) from 1/9? to 1/27 

A GREAT LORD (Random House) from 1/19 to 2/18 

DANGER IS MY BUSINESS (Simon & Schuster) Definite date 2/24 

THE WOMAN CLOTHED WITH THE SUN (Simon & Schuster) Definite 


date 2/5 
Penfield & meCleery — REWARD (Simon & Schuster) Definite date 1/26 


t 


Vernon, E. 


t 


Hanson, S. Ge 


t 


Frischauer, Paul 


Craig, J. Capt. 
Lucas, F. Le 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - FEBRUARY lst TO 15th 


February 2 ~ Borden, Mary ~ STRANGE WEEK-END (Harper) 
\ore\*"- Dinesen, Isak ~ OUT OF AFRICA (Random House) 


February 4 ~ Lawrence, J. - BOW DOWN TO WOOD AND STONE (Little, Brown) 
~ Zweig, Stefan —- CONQUEROR OF THE SEAS (Viking) Literary 
Guild Selection for February 





February 7 - Ellsberg, E. - HELL ON ICE (Dodd, Mead) Book of the Month 
Selection for February 
~ Hoover, J. F. - PERSONS IN HIDING (Little, Brown) 


Christie, Agatha - DEATH ON THE NILE (Dodd, Mead) 

~ Dubois, Theodora - DEATH WEARS A WHITE COAT (Houghton, Mifflin) 
~ Elliott, Maud Howe ~ UNCLE SAM WARD'S CIRCLE (Macmillan) 

~ Lewis, Flannery ~ BROOKS TOO BROAD FOR LEAPING (Macmillan) 

~ Van de Water, F.F. - RUDYARD KIPLING'S VERMONT FEUD (John Day) 


~ Williams-Ellis, Amabel ~ THE BIG FIRM (Houghton, Mifflin) 
February 9 ~ Spaulding, E. W. - HIS EXCELLENCY GEORGE CLINTON (Macmillan) 
February 10 ~ Buck, Pearl ~- THIS PROUD HEART (John Day) 


February 11 ~ Ferber, Edna - NOBODY'S IN TOWN (Doubleday, Doran) 
~ Herndon, W.H. - papers of ~ THE HIDDEN LINCOLN (Viking) 


ae - MacDonald, P. - WARRANT FOR X (Doubleday, Doran) 


Pebruary 


@ 
t 


February 14 ~ Lieferant, He & S. - GRASS ON THE MOUNTAIN (Dutton) 
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Edman, Irwin FOUR WAYS OF PHILOSOPHY Holt 


Mr. Edman's book is a review of philosophies which fundamentally have not 
changed though their name is legion. The book keeps the tone of a history of phil- 
osophy, but the viewpoint of the author seems to be eclectic and sceptical. $1.50 


Ehrenstrom, Nils CHRISTIAN FAITH AND THE MODERN STATE WillettClark 


Oxford conference circles will talk of this book, Just mention The State, 
The Church or Rights versus Faith and age-old problems are instantly presented. Yet 
the author manages to clarify the issues, After rather brilliantly challenging the 
churches to get together ecumenically if they want to meet the present trends, he 
outlines the differences between the churches, taking each large denomination in 
relation to the state. $1.50 


@ 


Furfey, Rev. Paul H. THREE THEORIES OF SOCIZTY Macmillan 


It is the drawback of Catholic treatises on sociology to take refuge in 
philosophical generalization. This cannot be said about Father Furfey's book. The 
sociological method (the modern method of collecting data) is amply used, but the 
principles which give this data significance and which govern all theories of so- 
ciety, are examined, weighed and rejected or adopted according to their value. Ppre- 
cision of thought and expression are characteristic of the book, which richly de- 
serves to be in the hands of all those who study sociology. It has few peers for 
breadth, depth and clearness. $2. 00 


Gilson, Etienne THE UNITY OF PHILOSOPHICAL EXPERIENCE Seribner 


The lucidity of thought and expression in this work by the greatest living 
French philosopher is a refreshing experience in the welter of books on this very 
problem of ideas, viz: how the mind achieves universality or generality, in other 
words unifies the multiple data outside the mind. This problem with its solution 
is admirably set forth and the historical attempts to solve it are criticized with 
eminent fairness. Even those who cannot call themselves realists as Gilson, will 
find delightful intellectual satisfaction in the book. We are tempted to think 
that if its title were not so technical, it woulda achieve some of the success of a 
best-seller, such as Dimnet's book on The Art of Thinking, because it has none of 
@ the pretensions of a technical discussion, and far more depth than the bulk of such 
discussions. $2.50 
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Hallesby, Olaf PRAYER Augsburg 


The spiritual tenor of Northern Europe has always been high and helpful. 
Protestants and Evangelicals, the Norwegians are simple and extremely helpful in 
their writings on theology. Dr. Hallesby writes that which he knows. His subject 
is so real to him that he is able to impart his knowledge and experience with ease 
and deep conviction. Help your customers discover this book. It has the qualities 
of a classic. $1.00 


Harkness, Georgia RELIGIOUS LIVING Dist. by the Association Press 


Another Hazen Foundation book by the author of The Recovery of Ideals 
(Scribners '37), which we thought was one of the best book in the religious field. 
Apparently Miss Harkness never disappcints for this is up to the same high standard. 
The reason is clear, we feel, after reading this for she has a first hand religious 
experience to write about. Therefore, coupled with her brilliant mind, splendid 
training in psychology and fluent style Ler books are naturally top notch. This one 
is as sane, intelligent and logical as any materialist could ask yet there is enough 
Spiritual power in it to explode any self-centred life into a dynamic Christo- 
centric force. When you suggest this book tell your customers it is the kind they'll 
want to buy in fours and fives to give to their friends. $ .50 


Jones, E. Stanley THE CHOICE BEFORE US Abingdon 


For years Stanley Jones has been deep in world problems, international 
problems and social needs. India provided a rich laboratory in which his brilliant 
mind might work, Today he turns the spotlight of all this accumulated knowledge 
on the "isms" strangling the world. Clearly he outlines Naziism, Fascism, Com-— 
munism and Capitalism. Are they the paths by which we can avoid catastrophe? No! 
Only by the Kingdom of God on earth, says Dr. Jones. Keep this book on your cur- 
rent events table. It contains excellent data expertly presented. $1.50 


Kretzman, Paul E, UP TO JERUSALEM Augsburg 


Dr. Kretzmann, a Lutheran professor at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, is 
a well known author in his own denomination and shouli sell to anyone interested 
in an evangelical stujdy for Lent. There are forty-six meditations from Ash Wed- 
nesday through Saturday in Holy Week. There is a section of biblical text, one 
of comment and elucidation, and a verse or poem to end on. An excellent Lenten 
item. ¢ .50 


Latourette, Kenneth Scott TOWARD A WORLD CHRISTIAN Dist. by Association 
FELLOWSHIP Press 


The little books sponsored by the Edward W. Hazen Foundation and dis- 
tributed by the Association Press are fast making an important place for themselves. 
First because they are fifty cents, a perfect price for a plus sale, as almost any 
customer who values your selection will buy one at your suggestion and probably re- 
turn to purchase the five other volumes or to place an order for new volumes as 
published; second. because they are excellent books, intellectually A-1, spiritually 
satisfying though probably disturbins to one's complacent religious outlook. Dr. 
Latourette as professor of Missions and Oriental History at Yale is well informed 
on the world's needs if a Christian fellowship is to be formed. He gives us a 
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quick glance at the situations as it is, shows what is being done, what must be done 
and by the very authority of his material presents a challenge that any reader will 
find hard to deny. $ .50 












Martindale, S. J. 







WEDLOCK Sheed & Ward 


Anything from the pen of Father Martindale has a communicative informality 
that wins the reader. However, the substance of things in the book on wedlock is 
not neglected. In other words, Father Martindale in Wedlock goes to first princi- 
ples, distinguishing things that never change from the changing and mutable. In 63 
pages readers will find a clear-cut expression of Catholic doctrine and the very 
sources for official pronouncements, councils, the scriptures, etc. It is intel- 
lectually satisfying. $1.00 















McNeill, John T. CHRISTIAN HOPE FOR WORLD SOCIETY Willett Clark 








If we were Methodists of the old school we'd say "Amen Brother" to this 
book to express our full agreement with the author's thesis -- that to change so- 
ciety one must change men. If all the people who talk glibly of a social gospel 
could read and digest this book there would be more gospel even though it might not 
| @ seem quite so "social" at first. The history of Christian Hope through the ages.. 
is fascinatingly traced and the true significance of it clearly drawn. A book that 

every social worker, church worker and clergyman should read ~ especially those 
fanatics who redouble their efforts long after they have forgotten their aim. $2,50 





















Muller, James A. APOSTLE OF CHINA Morehouse 


| The name of Samuel Isaac Joseph Schereschewsky (pronounces Sher-re~sheff- 

sky) may be familiar to you - if not, you have something to look forward to in this 

biography. If it #s you will be thrilled as you read the amazing achievements of 

| this Jewish boy from Tauroggen, a part of Russian Lithuania. After studying to be 
a Rabbi, he came to America, studied for the priesthood, was sent to China where he 
translated the Bible into both Mandarin and easy Wenli, did a translation of the 

| prayer book, became Bishop much against his will, servéd China faithfully, organiz- 

| ing schools and colleges during an extremely difficult period and without ever hav~ 

| ing adequate funds or full co-operation from his unimaginative board. Many Lenten 

| classes study and read this type book. Suggest it to them. It is as gripping as 

fiction. $2.50 


Niemoller, Martin FROM U+BOAT TO PULPIT Willett Clark 


Here's a book that has all the thrill of "The Battle of Jutland”, the auto- 
@ biography of a man who had the courage to face death during the war when his country 
came first, and life or life imprisonment in the Nazi regime when he put Christ be~ 
fore country. A fearless, inspiring revelation of the German persecution of the 
clergy. Not to be missed by anyone interested in German politics, $2.00 
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Samuel, Herbert BELIEF AND ACTION Bobbs-Merrill 


The author of this book professes to find a satisfying philosophy for the 
confused modern in a slightly modified determinism. While he is theistic and dis- 
tinctly anti-materialist, it is a question whether either his arguments or his state- 
ment of the question will always convince and satisfy. It professes to be popular 
and appeals to the non-technical everyday view of these questions. Most of the 
modern theories are reviewed, generally to be refuted or to stress the confusion 
that physical science has introduced "into our ways of thinking”. 


Ylvisaker, N. M. THE GLORY ROAD Augsburg 


While this is not a new book it has never been mentioned in this bulletin 
and seemed to fill a need. Books on the Seven Last Words are always hard to find 
and good ones are extremely scarce. This is worth stacking as a devotional book 


for Lent and as a book of suggestions for clergy as they prepare Lenten sermons. 
$1. 00 


Niemoller, Martin HERE STAND I Willett Clark 
Martin Niemoller's sermons are as spontaneous and dynamic as the man him 

self. Forged in the white heat of pain and persecution there is a reality that goes 

deep into the very heart of the Christian message. Suggest this as an additional 


sale with his autobiography. His spirit is infectious. You'll want to read more. 
$2.00 

















